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SUBJECT: TINDEMANS PRESENTS DECLARATION ON SELECTION OF F-16 
TO PARLIAMENT 

: BRUSSELS 5143 

SUMMARY. TINDEMANS PRESENTED DECLARATION ON SELECTION OF F-16 
TO BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT JUNE 10. HOUSE DEBATE WILL BE HELD 
JUNE 11 AND VOTE SET IN HOUSE ON JUNE 12 1500 L. SENATE DEBATE 
WILL EOLLOW HOUSE VOTE. APPEARS GOVERNMENT HAS SAEE MAJORITY 
IN HOUSE AT THIS TIME. 

1. PRIME MINISTER TINDEMANS MADE GOVERNMENT DECLARATION IN BOTH 
HOUSE AND SENATE JUNE 10. HE WAS CONSTANTLY INTERUPTED 

BY SOCIALIST OPPOSITION AND PROCEDURAL QUESTIONS EOLLOWING PRESEN- 
TATION COMSUMED ALMOST TWO HOURS. IN HIS DECLARATION TINDEMANS 
OUTLINED EFEORTS BELGIAN GOVERMENT HAD MADE TO EIND EUROPEAN SOLUT- 
ION TO F-104 REPLACEMENT AND WHY THESE HAD FAILED. 

2. FOLLOWING PRESENTATION SOCIALIST OPPOSITION PARTY MOVED THAT 
DEBATE BE POSTPONED UNTIL JUNE 1 1 TO PROVIDE TIME TO STUDY 
MINDEFENSE PRESS DECLARATION MUCH OE WHICH PUBLISHED IN CONSERV- 
ATIVE DAILY LA LIBRE BELGIQUE JUNE 11. TINDEMANS IN TURN PROPOSED 
THAT VOTE ON MOTION APPROVING GOVERNMENT POLICY BE HELD JUNE 12 
AT 1500 L. THIS MET WITH CONSIDERABLE OPPOSITION FROM SOCIALISTS 
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IMMEDIATELY EOLLOWING DEBATE. AFTER LENGHTY DISCUSSION OF THIS 
ISSUE PROCEDURAL VOTE SHOWED GOVERNMENT HAD SUPPORT OF ALL 
COALITITION PARTIES AS WELL AS FRANCOPHONE DEMOCRATIC FRONT AND 
BRUSSELS LIBERAL PARTY. IF THESE GROUPS VOTE WITH GOVERNMENT 
ON JUNE 12, IT WILL HAVE COMFORTABLE MAJORITY OVER OPPOSITION 
OF SOCIALISTS AND VOLKSUNIE. FIRESTONE 
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